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Stevens, Joseph Conrad, and on
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Reader-Response Theory in Literature Circles
- Arena for Discovering the Ideal Reader

My interest in reader response theory developed through ‘literature circles,
which are collaborative and student-centered reading groups that draws
students into increasingly abstract and relevant discussions about literature.
This presentation proposes a way to think about literature circles vis-a-vis a
Winnicottian psychoanalytic approach to reader-response theory. One
conclusion is that reader-response theory put into a pedagogical practice in
the form of literature circles emphasizes the student’s ‘true self, which
includes his or her own experiences in interactions with a text that can be
theorized as a transitional space. Another conclusion to be explored is the
possibility of an “ideal reader” in a multi-cultural reading community.
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